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CHILE. 

Epidemic bubonic plague at Antofogasta. 

Santiago, Chile, April 12, 190^. 
Extensive epidemic bubonic plague at Antofogasta. 

Wilson, Minister. 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong — Inspection of vessels — Plague-infected rats — 

Smallpox. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon White reports February 21 and 28, as 
follows: 

During the week ended February 20, 1904, 4 vessels left this port 
for ports of the United States; 473 persons were examined for the 
quarantinable and the nonquarantinable but communicable diseases; 
377 crew and 17 steerage passengers were bathed and their clothing 
was disinfected. The shipment of cargo, small animals, and live stock, 
as well as ships' supplies, was supervised. There was 1 plague death 
on February 19 (Chinese). The rat return showed that 135 rats had 
been captured and 5 were infected with plague. During 1903, in 
Hongkong, 54,738 rats were caught, 3,026 being plague infected, and 
in Kowloon, 46,309 were caught, 716 being infected. The two lines 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, the one to Seattle, the other to Australia 
via Manila, and the Toyo Rishen Kaisha line to Manila direct, and the 
line to San Francisco have, together with the Eastern and Australian 
line and the China Navigation line, both to Australia via Manila, been 
temporarily discontinued, but it is reported that other vessels will be 
chartered and put on the runs. 

During the week ended February 28, 9 vessels sailed for United 
States ports; 1,066 persons were examined for the quarantinable 
and communicable infectious diseases; 652 crew and 276 steerage 
passengers were bathed and their clothing was disinfected; 21 aliens 
were further medically examined and 6 were rejected. Shipment of 
all cargo and ship supplies was supervised. During the week 5 cases 
of enteric fever, with no mortality; 2 fatal cases of smallpox were 
reported, and no cases of plague. The last case of cholera was 
reported during the week ended October 31, 1903; the last case of 
plague February 19, 1904. 

Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Number of emigrants per steamship Coptic recommended February 
23 for rejection: For Honolulu, 1; for San Francisco, 4. 

One emigrant per steamship Tacoma for Tacoma, recommended 
February 26 for rejection. 

Reports from Shanghai- — Smallpox — Increase in mortality from 

tuberculosis. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports, March 2 and 9, as 
follows: 

During the week ended February 27, 1904, 1 original and 2 supple- 
mental bills of health were issued. One vessel, 40 crew, 24 cabin, and 
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39 steerage passengers, all of the latter being bound for Japan, were 
inspected and passed. Three immigration inspections were made, with 
no rejections. Manifests were viseed for 8,147 pieces of freight and 
6 pieces were rejected. There were also inspected 81 pieces of freight 
and 91 pieces of passengers' baggage. 

The weekly report of the municipal health officer shows smallpox, 
14 deaths; enteric fever, 2 cases; diphtheria, 1 case and 5 deaths; tuber- 
culosis, 33 deaths. The total mortality was 2 foreigners and 135 
natives. 

There seems to have been, during the months of January and Feb- 
ruary, an excessive mortality from tuberculosis, the percentage of 
deaths from this disease to the total reported mortality being on an 
average 28 per cent, as compared with 20 per cent and 16 per cent for 
1901 and 1902, respectively. The exact reason for this is not apparent, 
as the meteorological conditions are much the same as during 1901 
and 1902, the winter season being, if anything, milder. 

The great prevalence of tuberculosis among the Chinese can, it is 
believed, be accounted for in a great measure by the extreme insani - 
tary conditions under which the poorer classes live, and the filthy habit 
of expectorating anywhere in the houses and on the streets. Sputum 
thus deposited indoors is allowed to have full sway for about a year 
as the majority of the Chinese assay to "clean up" only at Chinese 
New Year, and there is present at all times in the domiciles of the 
lower classes every condition demanded for luxuriant microbic 
growth — filth, heat, moisture, darkness. Sputum deposited on the 
streets is dried, pulverized by traffic, and then doubtless wafted about 
and inhaled with the dust with which the air is always laden. 

The powers of resistance are with the Chinese at lowest ebb, due 
probably in a great measure to the fact that the average native sub- 
sists on a poor quality of food, that he is poorly clothed and still more 
poorly housed. It is nothing unusual to find five or more adults with 
perhaps two or three children living, with all that the term implies 
(sleeping, cooking, and eating), beneath the deck of a sampan in a 
space 8 feet long, 6 feet wide, and less than 3 feet deep. They are 
literally packed in, and if the weather happens to be a little damp or 
cold, every crevice for the access or egress of air is caref ully closed. 
These living quarters are practically entirely below the water line. 
On shore the overcrowding is not quite so bad, but it is only a shade 
better. 

The Chinese eat chiefly rice, a little meat or fish being added for the 
sake of flavor, when there is sufficient money on hand to purchase 
such luxuries. The fish is often far from fresh, and the meat is 
generally that which has been condemned as unfit for the consumption 
of the foreigners, and is allowed, in the foreign settlements, to be sold 
to Chinese. 

In the matter of clothing, more attention is paid to providing thick 
covering for the body, especially about the chest, while the legs are 
frequently covered, even in the coldest weather, by but one thickness 
of very thin cotton trousers. The coolies are generally entirely bare- 
footed. With rickshaw and barrow coolies it is the custom, after hav- 
ing worked themselves into a violent perspiration, to throw their 
clothing entirely open down to the naked skin and thus cool off in the 
bleak wind. 

It can hardly be wondered at then that tuberculosis gains such a 
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foothold in soil that is thus probably exceedingly well prepared, and 
that Chinese as a race succumb so readily to almost any disease which 
attacks them. 

During the week ended March 5, 1904, no vessels left this port for 

Eorts under the jurisdiction of the United States, hence no bills of 
ealth were issued. This condition of affairs can be accounted for 
only by the general disarrangement of shipping schedules on account 
of the war now existing between Japan and Russia, which has resulted 
in the withdrawal of a great many snips from service and others being 
diverted to other than their usual destinations. 

The vessels which remain in service seem, however, to be taking up 
a portion of the passenger and freight business which was heretofore 
carried by the steamers now withdrawn. It is expected that before 
very long schedules will be restored to nearly if not quite normal. 

The municipal health officer reports that during the week there 
occurred 1 case and 6 deaths from smallpox, 1 case of enteric fever, 1 
case of diphtheria and 6 deaths, and 34 deaths from tuberculosis. 
Total mortality, 129 natives and 2 foreigners. 

No quarantinable diseases were reported from outports. 

CUBA. 

Reports from, Cienfuegos, weekly and monthly — Precautionary fumi- 
gation of steamship Capri from Para. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon McMahon reports, April 5, as follows: 
Week ended April 2, 1904. 

Ships inspected and bills of health issued 4 

Crews inspected 131 

Passengers inspected 4 

On March 30 the steamship Capri arrived at this port from Para and 
was fumigated as a precautionary measure against plague. 

No quarantinable disease has arrived at this port during this week. 

Report for the month of March, 1904. 

Vessels inspected and bills of health issued 26 

Crews inspected. 783 

Passengers inspected 32 

Mortuary report for Cienfuegos, month of March, 1904- 

Tuberculosis 16 

Malaria 8 

Enteric fever 1 

Tetanus, infantile 5 

Enteritis 5 

Entero-colitis 2 

Disease of the kidneys 2 

Disease of the heart and blood vessels 8 

Pneumonia : 1 

Meningitis 3 

Other causes 19 

Total 70 

The sanitary condition of the city remains fairly good, and the local 
health authorities are to be commended for maintaining the excellent 
conditions with the funds at their disposal. 



